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Ionosporus Khmeln. 

Ionosporus was established as a new genus in the Boletaceae by Khmelnitsky et al. 
(2019) to accommodate Boletus longipes, originally described in 1909 by George Massee from 
material collected in Singapore. Following a rather complex taxonomic history, that has seen the 
species recombined in Porphyrellus (Singer 1945) and then in Austroboletus (Wolfe 1979), the 
status of Ionosporus as a distinct genus was finally recognized thanks to the morphological and 
molecular study (rpb2) of newly collected specimens. The phylogenetic analysis showed that 
Ionosporus is related to Borofutus and Spongiforma, within the subfamily Leccinoideae. A 
number of collections from sclerophyll forest in Queensland and New South Wales, Australia, 
led to the description of a new species besides I. longipes, named I. australis (Khmelnitsky et al. 
2018). 
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