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Pseudoxenochalara Iliushin VA & Kirtsideli IY 

Pseudoxenochalara is a monotypic genus consisting of P. grumantiana, recently 

described as a single strain isolated from soil from the Arctic tundra in Norway (Iliushin & 

Kirtsideli 2023). Pseudoxenochalara grumantiana produces conidia that are hyaline, ellipsoid 

to ovoid, with a truncate base in chains from phialidic conidiogenous cells with short, cup-

shaped collarettes. Morphologically, P. grumantiana is distinguished from Xenochalara 

(Hamatocanthoscyphaceae) by its penicillately-branched conidiophores, cylindrical to 

ampulliform phialidic conidiogenous cells, and 2‒3 times larger conidia (Iliushin & Kirtsideli 

2023). Although Iliushin & Kirtsideli (2023) place their genus in Dermateaceae, the taxon 

selection in their phylogenetic analysis is problematic in that the taxa selected are strongly 

biased toward genera in Dermateaceae. BLAST searches using their P. grumantiana ITS and 

LSU sequences suggested that a wider range of families should be included. An unpublished 

analysis, incorporating the ITS, LSU, tub2 and rpb2 sequences of P. grumantiana (GenBank 

OM774424, OM776920, OM782292, OM782293) into the dataset of Johnston (2022), place 

the genus in Helotiaceae (P.R. Johnston, pers. comm.). 
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