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Acephala Grünig & T.N. Sieber 

Acephala was introduced by Grünig & Sieber (2005) to accommodate A. applanata 

Grünig & Sieber as the type species based on the phylogeny of ITS, LSU, rpb1, TOP1, LNS2 

sequence data. Phylogenetically, Acephala formed a sister clade with Phialocephala. The 

taxonomic placement of Acephala applanata is in Mollisiaceae, Helotiales, Leotiomycetes, 

and Ascomycota. The second species placed in this genus, A. macrosclerotiorum Münzenb. & 

Bubner, forms a phylogenetically distinct clade within Mollisiaceae (Tanney & Seifert 2020). 

This species reportedly forms true ectomycorrhizas and sclerotia on the roots of Pinus 

sylvestris (Münzenberger et al. 2009). Acephala applanata is a dark septate symbiont of the 

roots of Picea abies, earlier known under the invalid name Mycelium radicis-atrovirens 

(Grünig & Sieber (2005). 
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