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Appressodiscus Aptroot & L.A. Santos

Appressodiscus was introduced as a new genus within Ramalinaceae (Lecanorales,
Lecanoromycetes, Ascomycota) to accommodate two species, A. badius (Aptroot) Aptroot and 4.
isidiobadius Aptroot & L.A. Santos, both species exclusively found in Brazil (Aptroot et al.
2023). The genus is typified by A. isidiobadius. Both species are lichenized with trebouxioid
photobiont and grow on tree bark in various forests. The genus is characterized by crustose
thallus (in one species with isidia), flat apothecia, prosoplectenchymatous excipulum, 8-spored
asci with small ocular chamber, and simple and hyaline ascospores. The genus forms a sister
clade with Phyllopsora (Aptroot et al. 2023). The relationships between the genera within
Ramalinaceae are generally poorly supported (Kistenich et al. 2018, Orange 2020, Kukwa et al.
2023), even in multi-locus phylogenies, but sequencing of additional molecular markers for
Appressodiscus may help to establish its position within the family.
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