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Cadophora Lagerb. & Melin 

Cadophora is a polyphyletic genus, the phylogenetic structure reflecting the diversity of 

lifestyles within the genus (Maciá-Vicente et al. 2020). Of the two main clades these authors 

recognize, species within Cadophora sensu stricto (includes the type species C. fastigiata) are 

often associated with vascular staining, whereas the species in a second phylogenetically 

divergent clade are mostly found as endophytes of healthy roots, but with a few vascular staining 

species. Incorporating data from Maciá-Vicente et al. (2020) and Walsh et al. (2019) into the 15 

gene dataset of Johnston (2019), Cadophora sensu stricto probably needs its own family, sister to 

Drepanopezizaceae and Pyrenopezizaceae (Johnston 2022, Pyrenopezizaceae as 

Ploettnerulaceae, Cadophora represented by C. novi-eboraci and C. orientoamericana). The 

root-inhabiting 'Cadophora' species belong in Pyrenopezizaceae in a clade sister to the vascular 

staining 'C'. malorum.  Based on teleomorph morphology, Cadophora sensu stricto cannot be 

distinguished from the sexual states of species in Pyrenopezizaceae (H.O. Baral, pers. comm.). 
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