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Banksiamyces G. Beaton

The tough, dark coloured apothecia of Banksiamyces have been compared with
macromorphologically similar fungi in Tympanis and Encoelia (Berkeley & Broome 1887,
Dennis 1958). In proposing the new genus Banksiamyces, Beaton & Weste (1982) discussed
morphological features that differed from these genera, but were uncertain about its family
placement. ITS and RPB2 sequences from Mertin et al. (2022) and ITS sequences from PDD
105253 (GenBank KM880187) show that the genus belongs in one of the paraphyletic
Rutstroemiaceae clades. Fruiting bodies of this genus have been found only on cones of Banksia
species and Mertin et al. (2022) showed that at least two of the species occur as seed endophytes
in Banksia. Note that the GenBank accession MK584974 (voucher HKAS 90000, from China,
from an unknown host), identified as Banksiamyces, represents a different genus in
Rutstroemiaceae (unpubl. data).
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