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Verrucoccum V. Atienza, D. Hawksw. & Peérez-Ort.

Verrucoccum is the only genus of lichenicolous fungi so far known in Dictyosporiaceae,
Pleosporales, Dothideomycetes. This was introduced by Atienza et al. (2021) to accommodate
Verrucoccum coppinsii as the type species. The name Verrucoccum was based on the characteristic
warty appearance of the outer wall ornamentation of ascomata and conidiomata. Verrucoccum
members show some morphological similarities with the genera Didymocyrtis and Polycoccum,
which also have 1-septate, brown ascospores in that the exposed outer walls of cells of the
ascomata and conidiomata are unevenly thickened, giving it an ornamented warty appearance (Ertz
et al. 2015, Atienza et al. 2021). However, Verrucoccum differs from those genera in that the cells
of the ascomata wall, which are polygonal and dark brown, have unevenly thickened walls, giving
a warty appearance, and are not radially compressed in vertical sections with evenly thickened cell
walls. In addition, Didymocyrtis also differs in having a phoma-like conidial morph, evenly thick-
walled cells, enteroblastic conidiogenous cells, and hyaline conidia (Atienza et al. 2021). The
asexual morph of Verrucoccum also has some similarities with Pseudocyclothyriella in having
uniloculate pycnidial conidiomata. Nevertheless, Pseudocyclothyriella can be distinguished from
Verrucoccum in having multi-layered conidiomata wall which comprised scleroplectenchymatous
cells and a minutely papillate ostiole filled with hyaline periphyses (Atienza et al. 2021, Jiang et
al. 2021). Currently, three Verrucoccum species are listed in Index Fungorum (2022), such as V.
coppinsii, V. hymeniicola and V. spribillei. LSU, SSU and ITS genes sequences are alsoavailable
in GenBank for those species. It would be more interesting, if have more collections of
Verrucoccum species with protein coding genes for future studies.
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