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Halocryptosphaeria Dayarath., Devadatha, V.V. Sarma & K.D. Hyde 

Based on analysis of combined ITS and Btub sequence data, Dayarathne et al. (2020a) 

introduced Halocryptosphaeria to accommodate H. bathurstensis (≡ Eutypa bathurstensis) 

previously reported as a saprobe from a marine habitat in Australia by Hyde & Rappaz (1993). 

Halocryptosphaeria with H. bathurstensis as the type was re-collected from decaying wood of 

Avicennia marina in India, also presumably as a saprobe (Dayarathne et al. 2020a). 

Halocryptosphaeria is known from it sexual state, and is characterized by a poorly developed 

entostroma, dorsally limited by a black zone binding the stromatic area, submerged or occasionally 

deeply buried long necked ascomata and olive-brown, aseptate ascospores. Halocryptosphaeria 

resembles Halodiatrype; however, the phylogenetic evidence obtained from the analysis of ITS 

and Btub sequence data show it as a distinct lineage (Dayarathne et al. 2020a). Based on 

phylogenetic inferences from analysis of ITS and Btub datasets, Halocryptosphaeria bathurstensis 

had been transferred to Cryptosphaeria bathurstensis (K.D. Hyde & Rappaz) Dayar. & K.D. Hyde, 

in Dayarathne et al. (2020b). The taxonomic placement of Halocryptosphaeria is in Diatrypaceae 

(Xylariales, Sordariomycetes). 
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