Outlineoffungi.org - Note 667 Obscuroplaca

Web-links: Index Fungorum, Facesoffungi, MycoBank

Obscuroplaca Sgchting, Arup & Bungartz

Bungartz et al. (2021) introduced Obscuroplaca Segchting, Arup & Bungartz as a
replacement name for Phaeoplaca Sgchting et al. (Bungartz et al. 2020). At the time of
publication, Bungartz et al. (2020) overlooked that Chodat et al. (1926) had first proposed an
identical name for a genus of freshwater algae in the Chrysophyceae Pascher. Originally, the
lichen genus including three species (Bungartz et al. 2020) and they were all transferred into
Obscuroplaca as O. camptidia (Tuck.) Sgchting, Arup & Bungartz (the generic type species),
O. ochrolechioides (S.Y. Kondr. & Karnefelt) Sgchting & Bungartz, and O. tortuca (Sgchting
& Bungartz) Sgchting & Bungartz, a new species with identical morphologically to O.
camptidia, but nevertheless phylogenetically distinct, and more closely related to O.
ochrolechioides than to O. camptidia (Bungartz et al. 2021). The genus is phylogenetically
well delimited on a distinct clade in Caloplacoideae with Oceanoplaca as sister genus based
on morphological and phylogenetic analyses of a combined nrITS, nrLSU and mrSSU
sequence dataset (Bungartz et al. 2020). Currently, the genus is recorded from Australia,
southeastern USA, Mexico, and the Galapagos Islands growing on wood or bark. The genus is
characterized by brown, biatorine apothecia on a grey thallus, asci clavate, of Teloschistes-
type, with 8 spores, ascospores polaribilocular with wide septum, and anthraquinones absent.
No discussion is presented about the possible existence of other species related to these among
the c. 350 currently accepted Caloplaca species (Licking et al. 2017). The taxonomic
placement of Obscuroplaca is in Caloplacoideae, Teloschistaceae (Teloschistales,
Lecanoromycetes).
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