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Purpureodiscus (G. Hirsch) Van Vooren 

Purpureodiscus is a saprobic genus with four accepted species, P. bananincola (Rehm) 

Van Vooren, P. kreiselii (G. Hirsch) Van Vooren, P. luteorosellus (Le Gal) Van Vooren and P. 

subisabellinus (Le Gal) Van Vooren (Van Vooren 2020), in Pezizaceae (Pezizales). 

Purpureodiscus bananincola was found on dead banana in Philippines; P. kreiselii was 

isolated from damp soil in Germany, P. luteorosellus was collected from dead wood amongst 

Coffea Arabica in Congo and P. subisabellinus was on rotten wood in France (Rehm 1913; Le 

1959; Le 1967; Hirsch 1992). Purpureodiscus is characterized by discoid or pulvinate, 

whitish to reddish, or purplish brown ascomata, ectal excipulum of textura 

globulosa/angularis, with large cells, operculate asci with croziers, diffusely amyloid reaction 

of ascus wall, filiform paraphyses containing small vacuolar bodies, and elliptical to oblong 

ascospores with or without isolated warts (Van Vooren 2020). Purpureodiscus was originally 

a section of Peziza with Pe. subisabellina as the type species (Hirsch 1992). Trimbach et al. 

(1999) replaced Pe. subisabellina in Pachyella based on the asci wall with diffusely amyloid 

reaction. Hansen et al. (2001, 2005) used the different amyloid reaction of asci apex and the 

phylogenetic analyses based on LSU, rpb2, tub2 data to divide the species of Peziza into 

seven groups, and revealed Pe. subisabellina and Pe. bananincola form an isolated group. 

Van Vooren (2022) raised Peziza sect. Purpureodiscus to the generic rank and specified P. 

subisabellinus as the type species based on the research results of Hansen et al. (2001, 2005) 

and Pfister et al. (1978, 1979, 1991, 2015, 2016). 
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